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ABOUT THE COMPOSER

Joseph Bologne (1745-1799) was the son of French nobleman, George Bologne. His mother was
enslaved by the Bologne family and was given the name Nanon. Though Joseph was not the child of
George Bologne’s wife, his father loved Joseph very much. George Bologne invested heavily in his only
son’s education, where his now famous skills in music and fencing were cultivated.

Joseph Bologne became revered as one of the best swordsmen in all of Europe, even being made an
officer in the court of King Louis XV and earning the title of “Chevalier.” He used his new title of “Chevalier
De Saint-Georges” to launch his musical career. His skills as a violinist and composer garnered him so
much favor in the French courts that he was nearly made the Director of the Paris Opera. However,
performers for the opera petitioned to prevent his appointment, claiming that being directed by a mulatto
(person who is half-Black) would negatively affect their honor.

ABOUT THE ARRANGER

Dion Morales was born, raised, and lives in Chicago, lllinois. He did not begin his orchestral studies until
he was a high school student at Lane Tech College Prep High School in the Chicago Public School
system. He received his Bachelor of Music Education from VanderCook College of Music and is
completing his graduate studies at VanderCook as well in 2021. He has taught elementary and middle
school orchestra in Des Plaines District 62 since 2010.

While Dion is passionate about music education, he is also a professional broadcaster in the board game
industry. He uses his musical skills to create original works that are used in live broadcasts and
presentations. The arranging of music by minority composers for school orchestra programs is a project
that he plans to continue to grow in an effort to bring diversity to the repertoire available to fellow music
educators.

Dion is married to Devon Morales. She is the department chair and head orchestra director at Lane Tech
in Chicago, as well as a fellow composer and arranger.

ABOUT THE MUSIC

The Second Symphony was first published in 1779 and written for two trumpets, two oboes and chamber
strings. In 1780 he reused the symphony as the overture to his opera “L'Amant Anonime” and used the
musical themes from the symphony throughout the opera.

PERFORMANCE NOTES

This music is from the classical period and therefore the bow stroke should be light and elegant. The
repeated 16ths should shimmer and not dominate the orchestral texture. The chords at cadences may be
played divisi for improved intonation. At all times, be sure to let the melody shine through.
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